46         THE REPUBLICAN TRADITION

between the death of Cromwell and the return of
Charles II. In 1659 and again in the spring of 1660
Milton published his " Ready and Easy way to establish
a Free Commonwealth/' The Royalist banners were
advancing, the line of the Puritan defence was clearly
shaken, and a blast of the old trumpet was needed
to rally the wavering courage of the godly host.
The thoughts of the thoughtless were turning to
Kingship, " a government burdensome, expensive,
useless and dangerous/' " Where/' asks Milton,
" is this godly tower of Commonwealth, which the
English boasted they would build to overshadow
Kings and be another Rome in the West? " Was
England to lose " in a strange after game of folly "
all the battles she had won, all the treasure she had
spent ? Was she to prove herself inferior to " our
neighbours of the United Provinces, to us inferior
in all outward advantages, who notwithstanding
in the midst of greater difficulties courageously,
wisely, constantly went through the same work
and are settled in all the happy enjoyments of a
potent and flourishing 'Republic' to this day?"
Was she to renounce that free Commonwealth " not
only held by wisest men in all ages the noblest, the
manliest, the equallest, the justest government,
the most agreeable to all due liberties and pro-
portionate equality, both humane, civil and Christian,
most cherishing to virtue and true religion, but also
(I may say it with greatest probability) plainly
commended or rather enjoined by our Saviour Himself
to all Christians not without remarkable disallowance
and the hand of Providence upon Kingship ? " He
could not doubt that all" ingenious and knowing men "
would easily agree with him that " a free Common-